
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The aim of Woodrot is to be to be a medium of information and more 

importantly, a record of the activities of the Rotary Club of South 

Woodham Ferrers and its members. 

  
 

We are still a strong club 

Says Mick Fry…… 
 

I am glad to have the privilege of staying as 

President of our great club following a difficult 

year. Zoom meetings kept us in touch with each 

other but were no substitute for real meetings. 

That’s why I was to glad to see that the friendly 

atmosphere, laughs and banter which makes our 

club special was still there at our first post-

pandemic meetings. Let us keep it that way. 

 

The loss of some of our number was sad but it 

was gratifying to see how the membership rallied 

and volunteers came forward to take up vacant 

roles. It shows that we are still a strong club. I 

look forward to it becoming even stronger by 

recruiting new members during my second year. 

 

If we can learn the lessons of the past and stick 

together in friendship and commitment to Rotary 

values South Woodham Ferrers Rotary Club will 

go from strength to strength. 

 

Mick Fry 

President 
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Your Community Services Committee, this post pandemic year, will 

strive to implement it’s remit from the Club, to the fullest practicable 

extent. 
 

The International committee will take the club forward regarding our 

twinned clubs of Meaux and Saarbrucken; we will look at weekend trips 

and also any help needed worldwide, including Foundation funding. 
 

The regrouped Youth Committee hopes to overcome the hiatus of the 

pandemic and achieve at least something from the wide potential there 

is for youth activities within the Community. 
 



 

Dear Fellow Rotarians 
 

Welcome to the new look Woodrot with thanks to our two 
new editors Roger and John who have come up with some 
great ideas. 
 

Although I am still busy with work embedding my two 
daughters into my business, it is rather nice to be more 
involved with Rotary once again. Although I’m never sure  
 
 

Additional dog litter bins are to be installed around the Town for owners to deposit their 

dogs’ “deposits”. Anything that helps responsible owners to keep the town’s 

environment clean and safe seem’s good to us. 
 

There are plans to switch on the Christmas Lights this year, presumably subject to no 

further Lockdown at the time. If it is a public event maybe Rotary’s Father Christmas 

will want to be in attendance to contribute to the Christmas cheer. 
 

Developers are expected to be submitting plans for new houses to the north of the B1030 

very soon. Whatever our view of the original development proposal, in the long-term it 

will offer opportunities to the club for increased membership and scope for community 

service. 

 

 

 

Vice President John says……. 

 
recycling past Presidents is a good idea as one is alway’s trying to live up to the 
past, but I do pledge as always to serve the club to the best of my ability, this 
year as VP and as President next year when it is our 40th Anniversary. 
 
We are facing the biggest change in our club for many years but I am kind of 
looking forward to the challenge. However, president Mick and the  committee 
members cannot do it all on their own. Each member needs to think about how 
they can contribute to the revival and future of South Woodham Ferrers Rotary 
Club. We are clearly left with the loyalist of members and from what I have 
witnessed so far everyone is determined to see the great traditions of this club 
not only survive but prosper going forward. 
 
I and Membership Services Committee wish you all an enjoyable year as we 
hopefully move back to some form of normality in 2021/22 and look forward to 
seeing many of you at the President’s function on the 21st August 
 

Face to Face meetings of the 

Town Council have be 

resumed following the easing 

of Lockdown restrictions. 

Doubtless Town Councillor s 

will be as relieved as we are to 

get away from Zoom meetings 

and their attendant difficulties. 
 



 
 Past  Events  

Dates Coming up for your diary 

 

FATHER CHRISTMAS WILL BE BACK THIS YEAR 
 

Our Community Services Committee is determined that Rotary’s 

Father Christmas will be visiting South Woodham Ferrers in 

December. A new way of bringing Santa to the Town’s children is 

under consideration. 
 

Under the plan Santa would stop with his helpers each night at 

advertised points around the town. Parents, children and members of 

the public would be invited to meet him at the stop nearest to their 

homes. He would be there long enough to talk to the children and for 

photographs to be taken before moving on to the next stopping point. 

An artificial snow machine would be used to add to the magic. 
 

There would be many advantages to this proposal. In particular it 

would avoid the risks occasioned by towing the sleigh through some 

of the more difficult back streets where the volume of parked cars 

is increasingly high. It would also make much more efficient use of 

available helpers as fewer would be needed on any one night. 
 

It remains to be seen whether Bucket Collection at each stop and 

Crowd Funding via the internet  would raise the same amount for 

Charity as in previous years. But Santa’s visit is not only about raising 

money, it is also about bring cheer to the Town. 

 

Post Zoom 
togetherness at The 

China Kitchen 
 

The majority of the club 
had a great evening at 
the China Kitchen on 
our first Post-Zoom 
Meeting since 
Lockdown began. 
 



Members stories 

 

THE GREAT OIL SWINDLE 

A VOCATIONAL TALE 
 

When he left school President Mick Fry joined a company in London, 

trading vegetable oils, fats , and Derivatives. He tells how a huge 

market swindle caused a market crash that almost ended his career in 

the commodities market before it started. 

 

Mick’s company had raised millions of pounds of funding to trade 

with an american firm run by a Mr Tino De Angelis who had 

seemingly cornered the market for export in soya bean oil.  However, 

says Mick,  

 

“In 1963 the US company was unable to meet more than $30 million 

worth of margin calls, and went into bankruptcy. The news hit Wall 

Street, hitting the stability of markets here and abroad.  The bottom 

also dropped out of the commodity markets and the financial 

establishments faced a $150/170 million (abt $1.4 billion equivalent 

in today's values) from a swindle masterminded by Mr  De Angelis. A 

total of 51companies and banks were stuck with loans against 

independent warehouse receipts issued.” 

 

It turned out that Mr De Angelo had nothing to trade. The tanks in 

his warehouse were conveniently rigged to deceive buyers into 

believing that they were full of oils. 

 

“A metal shaft had been fitted in tanks from top to bottom and when 

being being sampled  you would drop a bomb (sampling device ) 

from top to bottom to draw representative samples.  This 

narrow  chamber gave the impression the tank was full of oil. When 

one of the tanks was drained it was found to be full of salt water and 

just a few hundred lbs of soya oil in the chamber.” 

 

Tino De Angelis was jailed for ten years; and young Mick Fry 

thought that his new job in the City was soon to be over if his 

employers went bust! Fortunately Mick’s company survived and he 

went on to have a distinguished career as a commodity trader. 
 
 



News and views from around the club 

DRIVE FOR NEW MEMBERS 
 

Our VP  has plans for driving the recruitment of new members during 

the coming year. One idea is to hold a publicity drive by the town 

centre bandstand.  The District’s Recruitment stand will be used . 

“Roger R with his experience in his field of printing has said he is 

happy to design a leaflet. We can utilize the Bandstand in the town 

centre for a recruiting event. And Roger has even offered to have his 

band playing for the event!”, said John. 
 

 

BACK TO ROTARY FELLOWSHIP 
 

It is time we returned to our normal fellowship meetings and 

Membership Services Committee has had the task of finding a new 

venue to put before the club. It is hoped that members will be 

confident enough start meeting together again in a Covid-Safe way, 

as probably all are fully vaccinated. Coming together at the China 

Kitchen was a good start. The Pitch and Putt Barbecue in July was 

also a return to the regular Fellowship calender. 

 

 

  

 

And another 

one on the 

way…. 



 

Supported by our charity funds 2020/2021 
 £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £  

  Charity.                                  Donation (£)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 SWF Health and Social Care Group  500 

Shelter Box                                        150 

Steam Tug Brent Trust.                     500 

Moorfieds Eye Charity.                     300 

Fiona Lamb.                                       876.90 

Harry Payne       200 

1st Woodham Ferrers Scouts.           180 

Masks for Gambian Students.           123.50 

Priory School.                                   150   

Moorfields Eye Charity.                    1000 

Little Havens.                                    500 

Friends of Elmwood School.             400 

British Legion Poppy Appeal.           50 

Action for Kids.                               250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on… 

The club made 29 donations to charitable causes  and transferred £450 to Inner 

wheel for their charity work in the Rotary Year to June. £1000 also went to 

Rotary International Foundation. Many of our donations went to organizations 

helping people with special health needs or disabilities but support for children 

and young people figures highly.  

 

 

Little Havens.                                     1500 

Shelter Box                                         595    

Meaux Rotary Club                            251.94 

Light Up a Life                                   500 

Sea wall bench                                   365.65 

Kids Inspire                                        200 

DBA Support Group.                         500 

Pastor Donation                                 500 

Ormiston Families                             250 

M Storr                                              250 

Hughes Syndrome Foundation.         250 

Guide Dogs for the Blind                  250 

Brainwave                                          500 

 

£ 

FINALTHOUGHT: 
 

"If your car could travel faster than the speed of light would you 
see your headlights?" 


