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The aim of Woodrot is to be to be a medium of information and more importantly,
a record of the activities of the Rotary Club of South Woodham Ferrers and its
members.

OUR PRESIDENT MICK SAYS….
We are now moving into the winter months with the clocks
moving back one hour, to give us earlier sunsets and
darker evenings. “Switch the central heating on and the
lighting" and be ready for the costs to hit our pockets.
Climate change has been one of the topics to hit the
news recently with the COP26 summit endeavoring to sort out
the world's problems. A big agenda but hopefully they will
find an answer that all participants can work to.
However on the brighter side we now look forward to
Christmas time, when we will once again be able to enjoy
family meetings and get together with friends . We of course
are pleased that the Xmas sleigh will be on the road again to
give the residents a lift after all we have gone through. In
March we will have the swimarathon and in June the Club will
be getting involved with the Village Hall for the Queen's
Jubilee. We are also hopeful that our meeting with our
twinned towns Meaux and Saarbrucken will take place in 2022.
We recently inducted two new members, Steve Evans and
Paul Duffy to the club and look forward to their involvement in
the Club and Rotary matters in general. We will also have two
new associate members joining during November.
Our main "Coup" in November was to welcome Jonathon
Coggan to the club for an evening to chat to us about his
participation in the Olympic Rugby wheelchair squad where he
and the team ended up with the GOLD medal by defeating
USA 54 - 49 in the final. Jonathon’s dad Nigel will also be
with us. The SWF RC helped Jonathon on his way by
supplying a wheelchair suitable for rugby 20 years ago.
Well done to Jonathon and the England rugby squad.
May I wish you all a "Very Merry Xmas" and best wishes for
2022.
Mick
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Amongst the first visiting speakers to our new meeting place at the Eatery were
representatives of the Essex Branch of the Motor Neurone Disease Association. The
association is the only national charity in the UK that funds and promotes global
research into the disease and provides support for people affected by Motor Neurone
Disease. It has over 7,000 active volunteers in England, Wales and Northern Ireland
and active volunteers are needed in Essex.
Motor neurone disease is a rare condition that progressively damages parts of the
nervous system. This leads to muscle weakness, often with visible wasting. Important
muscle activity, such as, gripping, walking, speaking, swallowing and breathing are
affected. Eventually, they may become impossible. Members were moved to silence
by video presentations of the condition.
The club received the following letter for its donation from the Charity account for
what was agreed to be a worthwhile cause in support of local people in need
“Thank you very much for your kind donation of £500 to the South Essex Branch
of the MNDA. We currently have approximately 70 people in our area living with
this terrible condition and this donation will help support their needs and those of
their carers.”
Thank you once again
Kind regards
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Fellow Rotarians
How quickly time passes as we get older! We are nearly halfway
through the rotary year and looking forward to our Christmas Party
on the 14th December. We now have entertainment arranged for
the evening thanks to Ken and we would like to hold a raffle to raise
funds on the night, so please can I ask you to be kind enough to
donate a small prize of some kind or rummage around the house to
see if you have something you bought and never used!
We have now set a date to celebrate the club’s 40th Anniversary and
provisionally been set for Three Rivers Golf and Country Club. It will be a Black Tie do with
hopefully a band and dancing, but to be able to fund this, we will need good attendance and
plenty of guests. So please, please put this in your diaries now and work around it for
holidays etc. It will be great to get back to this kind of rotary event of old.
We will be circulating the club with ideas for days out for the second half of the year to gauge
interest, but it is your club not mine, so any thoughts on what you would like to do is
welcome. We have had some great events since June and these continue to help cement our
fellowship. Ken has an opportunity for a visit to Goodwood and we have a few motorheads in
the club, me for one, so I will definitely be taking that on, but other ideas are The London
Transport Museum, Bletchley Park, Vineyard Visit, Hampton Court, a Theatre Trip,
Horseracing at Chelmsford, or Newmarket etc, etc. Let Membership Services know what
interests you.
Good luck to Community Services with our Christmas Sleigh this year which is looking exciting
with the ability for the town track where the sleigh is. It was suggested at our last meeting,
that someone should drive around the town late Christmas Eve/morning with the tracker lol,
Thanks again to John and Roger for there efforts again at getting Woodrot prepared and
issued.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Regards
John

Club members and their partners found history, secret priest holes, royal connections and
even references to Rotary on a visit to Ingatestone Hall. The group had an exclusive
guided tour of the 16th Century home of the Petre family followed by lunch at the nearby
Cricketers Pub.
A collection of historical artefacts included a banner from Basildon Rotary Club and a
certificate recording Lord Petre’s honorary membership of the Rotary Club of
Ingatestone. There was also a letter from two of Ingatestone Hall’s volunteer helpers
resigning their positions because they were not awarded a prize in the “Best Decorated
Umbrella Competition” at a Rotary Club Jazz concert. It just goes to show that you can’t
please everybody, even if you are a Rotarian and a Lord!
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The first of our regular visitors to join the club as Rotarians
Paul Duffy and Steve Evans hold their certificates after
President Mick inducted them

We are now looking forward to some of our other
visitors taking up the invitation to join our ranks.

CLUB MEMBERS HELP MALDON ROTARY

Nine members ready to help at 4Maldon
Rotary Club’s Fireworks
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“We are proud to have you as our guests”. In
giving a vote of thanks to Jonathan Coggan and his
father, Nigel, Roger Restell spoke on behalf of the
whole club following their presentation of Jonathan’s
progress from receiving his first “Rugby
Wheelchair” from the club some 20 years ago, to
winning a Paralympic gold medal in Tokyo with
Britain’s wheelchair Rigby team.
“Every game at successive
Paralympics was intensely
painful to watch” said Nigel. A
team has only 40 seconds to get
the ball from its own half and
score. Failure to score gives
possession to the other side.
President Mick Fry presented a
cheque for £250 as a donation to
Jonathan’s charity for Tetraplegics.

As a consequence the rate of scoring ins high and a game can
be won or lost in the last seconds of time.
Jonathan said that the sport was dominated by three teams:
USA, Japan and Canada. “We weren’t the favourites in Tokyo,”
he said. He hopes to still be in the British Team at the Paris
Paralympics and keeps up a rigid schedule of training and
fitness. Club members enjoyed the chance to share in glory by
having their photo taken with Jonathan’s priceless gold medal.

FROM THE TREASURER
Don Wragg writes:

£

As of November 30th Virgin Money are no longer supporting its “Virgin Just Giving”
operation.
I have investigated our options regarding fund raising via an alternative crowd funding
scheme and the club is now signing up to “investmycommunity.com". This is a
fundraising site similar to Virgin’s “Just Giving”.
Our first campaign is called “South Woodham Ferrers Sleigh Appeal” which will soon
become live
and open to the public until early in the new year. One of our members has tested the
donation page. It automatically calculates Gift Aid so we do not need to make a
submission to HMRC. The link to make donations will be circulated as soon as the
appeal becomes live on the website
Going forward, the use of Crowdfunding sites will be one of many new methods of
raising funds for the club. We also have a QR code associated with the campaign which
Can be used as well. This will also appear on both sides of the sleigh.
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Funds have been finally sent to support the “Smart Cane” project initiated by
Raj Vora. The canes are destined for use by blind girls attending a special school
with which the RC Pune had been working for a number of years; and workers
in a Blind Workshop. The school and workshop had been visited by a group of
club members and two members of RC Saarbruken while on a trip to India
organised by Raj.
“We were really impressed by the enthusiasm of the staff of the school and
workshop”, said Raj. “We were especially blown away by the ambition of the
girls to succeed despite their handicap”. As a result he proposed that South
Woodham Rotary Club should work with RC Pune and our associate clubs in
Europe to obtain matching grants for the purchase of canes which had the
potential to transform girls’ futures as well as offering a freedom of mobility to
those in the workshop. The project would be overseen locally by RC Pune.
RC Saarbruken St Johanne had contributed £4000 but because the £6000
project was too small to attract an RI Global Grant, Raj used his connections to
get it tacked onto other projects funding things as transport for the school.
Identifying it with a $50,000 project supported by clubs in New York, and
Sweden resulted in a doubling of funds raised locally and from District grants.
Although it took time to come to fruition Raj’s persistence carried it through.
The Club can be proud of its contribution to a truly worthwhile project which
demonstrates the power of Rotary’s international reach. “I enjoy doing this sort
of thing”, said Raj. “Watch this space, there is more to come”.

SWF Rotary marshal the
procession
and our President
Mick lays a wreath on
remembrance Sunday in the
town.
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David Peffer Writes
Our Santa’s team of “elderly” Elves continue their hard at work preparing for the Big
Man’s visit to South Woodham. The Club will be updated on what will be, in the
main, a new approach to the magic of the Sleigh. Over five nights it will be a
presence at predesignated places in the town with Snowmen, Elves, Snow machine,
Laser Lights. A tracker has been installed so that children and parents can follow
Santa’s progress and meet him at one of his stopping points.
“Oh joy!” I hear you cry. Speaking of which, Trees of Joy has been erected in Asda
and Trinity Church for November to receive donations of toys or books for children
who have little to look forward to at Xmas. The 6 feet high white Christmas trees will
be hung with tags headed “Rotary Toy and Book appeal”. Donors can take a tag (or
tags) and attach it to their gift and leave it under the tree, indicating whether the gift
is for a boy or girl, and stating the appropriate age range. Donations will be sent to
“Connecting and Uniting Families “ and the “Rainbow Trust” for distribution. Tell
the family guys - grandchildren can take a Tag and gift to a child less fortunate than
themselves.

Next year will be the Club’s 40th Anniversary Year. Our 10th anniversary
celebration was held at the Three Rives Golf and Country Club where this group
photo was taken. Guest speaker at the event was former West Ham player, Trevor
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Brooking.
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DAVID SHEA - A PAST PASHION
David Shea has been a man of many parts in his life outside
Rotary. Over the years he has bred and sold tropical fish; been
part owner of a restaurant and has run a wedding cake business.
He has been President of the East London Licensed Victuallers
Association, Director of Chelmsford Community Transport,
Chair of the Scouts Parents’ Committee, Crouch Vale U3A
Chairman and organiser of the Gardening Group.
When he joined Rotary he was Senior Sales Manager for Brake Brothers. There is a
story behind each of these but the years he spent bringing a vintage lorry to life
illustrates David’s determination to follow through to completion any job that he takes
on.
It started in 1978 when a work colleague offered him a derelict Bedford O-Type lorry.
It was lying abandoned in a field by Lingfield Race Course. “In a moment of absolute
madness I asked how much he wanted for it”, David said. It was free if he paid to
move it. So David was tempted and had it brought on a low-loader to his father-inlaw’s workshop in Enfield where he had access to tools and equipment.
It took three years with the help of his brother to strip the lorry and its engine down
and rebuild it. The engine was completely refurbished and David’s father-in-law
taught him how to spray paint the body. When the rebuild was finished a professional
motor mechanic set the engine timing ready to start it for the first time. “I hadn’t
realised that it had no starter motor and you had to crank it up to start it”, said David.
So it was with apprehension that he cranked the starting handle for the first time. “But
I only gave it a couple of turns and to my amazement it started.”
Now the owner of a vintage lorry in working order, David showed it at vintage car
rallies. His children still have fond memories of camping at rally venues around the
country. But it was not all perfection. “It was a lovely old lorry but it was a devil to
drive. It had a crash gear box which needed needed double-de-clutching when
changing gear. Get it wrong on an incline and it would start to roll backwards!”
David brought the lorry with him when he moved to South Woodham Ferrers. For a
while it was stored at local farms but with so much else to occupy his time he sold it in
1986. He remembers the lorry with affection. “I loved it” he said. “And the kids loved
it too. We had good memories because the whole family were involved.”

"
Winston Churchill 1943
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